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Michigan’s State Educational Technology Plan, Leading Educational Transformation
For Today’s Global Society, is submitted for presentation to the State Board of
Education. Leading Educational Transformation for Today’s Global Society was
written to replace the current Michigan State Technology Plan Update 2004. The
goal is to incorporate the guidance contained in the national technology plan,
Toward a New Golden Age in American Education, January 2004, the department
strategic plan, and the current high school initiatives.

This plan addresses statewide policies and practices, not the technology plans of
individual local educational agencies (LEAs) and intermediate school districts
(ISDs). It focuses on an overall framework for leadership and determining direction,
one in which state-level efforts facilitate and foster access to cooperative projects,
resources, and professional learning in a timely, equitable, and cost-effective
manner.

The plan is the product of extensive in-person and online discussion and planning
that began with a first meeting on March 21, 2005. The Charge to the Committee,
along with the Purpose, Vision, and Mission that the Committee established for
itself may be found in Appendix A. It reflects deliberations among over fifty people
from across the community in Michigan. The names and affiliations of these
participants are listed in Appendix B. Much of the discussion took place in seven
distinct Working Groups, and among the Chairs of those Working Groups and the
facilitator of the Committee. The Working Groups were established to align with the
organization of the National Education Techno|ogy Plan 2004, Toward a New Golden
Age in American Education. ‘

This new plan has one goal: to prepare Michigan students to become productive
citizens in a global society. To this end, the plan has been divided into eight
components:
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1) Leadership - Michigan educators must provide leadership for educational
technology in order to expand and develop transformative learning
environments that increase student achievement.

2) Digital Citizenship - Michigan students will be proficient in technology and
will demonstrate the ethical use of technology as a digital citizen and
lifelong learner.

3) Student Learning - every Michigan student will have meaningful
technology-enabled learning opportunities, including virtual learning
experiences.

4) Data-driven Decisions - Michigan educators will use data effectively for
classroom decision-making and school improvement planning through an
integrated local and statewide decision support system.

5) Professional Learning - Every Michigan educator will have the technology
competencies to enable the transformation of teaching and learning to
improve student achievement.

6) Broadband Access - Every Michigan classroom will have broadband
Internet access to enable regular use of worldwide educational
opportunities.

7) Shared Resources - Every Michigan educator and learner will have
equitable and sustained access, through statewide coordination and
support, to resources necessary to transform teaching and learning
through educational technology.

8) Funding - Michigan will develop innovative methods of funding to
transform and sustain teaching and learning through educational
technology and build local, regional, and statewide capacity.

Educational technology is addressed in this plan as a powerful means of improving
student learning; our plan is driven by that perspective, one in which educational
technology serves educational objectives.
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